xAechopsis ‘Newk’ by Butcher in Bromeletter 33: 9. 1995 

At the first Bromeliad Conference in 1981 I saw a plant in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens named Aechmea miniata v. discolor but which looked like a robust Nidulariun burchellii. I quizzed Olwen Ferris & she felt it was one of Bill Morris's hybrids. We now know this as xNidumea 'Newk' (the Newk to remind us of Newcastle rather than the tennis player).

Imagine my surprise when I found a letter from Julian Nally of Gotha, Florida, U.S.A. of date March 17, 1961, which reports on Bill's achievements. Apparently, Bill had been trying to set seed by crossing plants from different genera, and believed he had achieved success in 2 such crossings. Julian was keen to acquire living proof of these successes because bigeneric hybrids were very rare at that time & many thought such crossings were impossible. Bill had been swapping seed with Julian at the time and this achievement put him into the positive side of the ledger.

At the same time, Bill was sending Cycad seed to Mulford Foster & also enjoying a supply of seed in a reciprocal arrangement. Mulford Foster was trying bigeneric hybrids but not having much success so the fact that an Antipodean had supposedly broken the barrier was somewhat of a shock. Needless to say, yet another American wanted a specimen.

I don't know if you have xNidumea 'Newk' or have seen it but it does look like a larger stiffer leaved, bluish petalled Nidularium burchellii & has hybrid vigour. Bill assures me that mother was the Aechmea miniata var. discolor. Anyway Noreen, Bill's wife, must be the artist in the fanuly, because she had the job of drawing up the specimen parts to send away to Mulford. Mulford would have been in a defensive mood but he could not see any Aechmea miniata in the crossing and suggested other possible parents which Bill had never had! Perhaps I should have a go with the razor blade and butcher one of my plants under this name just to see what differences there are. Another way to check would be to to set seed but the plant seems to be a “mule” which all bigenerics seem to be!

NIDULARIUM BURCHELLII OR NIDUMEA ‘NEWK' by Joan Williams, N.S.W.in Bromeletter 33:11. 1995

Many years ago I bought a plant with a tag that read Nidularium burchellii X Aechmea miniata var. discolor. I changed the name tag to xNidumea 'Newk' when I read "Bigeneric Hybrids" written by Olwen Ferris, in the B.S.A. book "Growing Braneliads".

In January/February '95 Bromeletter, Derek Butcher wrote an article called "Bromeliads B. B.S.A" which mentions xNidumea 'Newk'. What stood out was the fact that this bigeneric was "bluish petalled flowers",
and the plant that I thought was xNidumea 'Newk' has very stark white flowers.

I looked up Nidulariun burchellii in Victoria Padilla's book and the description tallied with my plant, apart from 'soft' leaves. Smith & Downs Monograph has a drawing of Nidularium burchellii and it looks like a soft leaved rosette. Unfortunately I have not got Nidularium burchellii so am unable to compare the difference between the two plants. My plant has stiff upright leaves,
ending in a sharp point, deep red an the underside, spilling over to dull olive green above. It certainly has hybrid vigour as it is neither cold nor heat sensitive.
It makes an excellent banging basket specimen as its pups grow on long wiry stolons. I hang it up high so it will receive strong light,
therefore the plant grows small and compact. The dense inflorescence turns orange after flowering and lasts for many months. So is my plant Nidularium burchellii or xNidumea 'Newk'?

NIDUMEA NEWK by Joan Williams, N.S.W. in Bromeletter 33(3): 5. 1995

I wrote an article in the March/April 1995 Bromeletter called "Nidularium burchellii or xNidumea 'Newk "'. At our meeting in March I was very pleasantly surprised when two of our mesnbers (Margaret Draddy & Ken Woods) brought in Nidularium burchellii to show me. I had also brought my supposed xNidumea 'Newk', so a comparison between the two plants was able to be made.

There was no doubt that my plant was not Nidularium burchellii, and although it had white flowers, all agreed it must be xNidumea 'Newk'. I was also informed that a hybrid, or in this case a Bigeneric hybrid, can favour either parent of the cross, or in time revert back to one or the other parent's characteristics. Hence the reason for many crosses to change from striped plants to plain green, etc., or mauve flowers to convert to white !! 

And a comment from Derek Butcher, South Australia .....

Joan, we think the petals of xNidumea 'Newk.' are white too but Bill [Morris] did say they were blue as far back as 1960. Perhaps they have paled out, or like women who use blue to get a whiter than white hair-do. I’m still looking and hope you are too. Remember, Bill might be right.

